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ISSUE: Over the past 30 years, Riverside County has grown by 78%, which is more than twice as fast as the rest 

of California during that time. Meeting the transportation challenges resulting from population growth is 

necessary for residents to access jobs and educational opportunities and to prepare for the economy of the future 

in a safe and sustainable manner. The Riverside County Transportation Commission (RCTC) recently submitted 

applications for State Senate Bill 1 funding to better connect communities, promote safety, and improve 

multimodal transportation options in our growing region. 

 

ACTION: The Monday Morning Group urges the California Transportation Commission to approve and fund 

RCTC’s grant applications, including: 

▪ $25 million in Local Partnership Program competitive grants for the Mid County Parkway: Ramona 

Expressway project; 

▪ $15.5 million in Local Partnership Program competitive grants for the Metrolink Double Track Project: 

Moreno Valley to Perris; and 

▪ $60 million in Solutions for Congested Corridors Program grants for both the Mid County Parkway: 

Ramona Expressway project and Metrolink Double Track Project: Moreno Valley to Perris. 

 

BACKGROUND: Decades of underinvestment in transportation systems in the rapidly growing communities of 

southwestern Riverside County show in the congestion that residents must weather every day on the I-215 

corridor and unsafe surface streets such as Ramona Expressway to access employment and education 

opportunities. The same residents must also compete in traffic with the nation’s agricultural and freight carriers, 

40% of which travel through the Inland Empire region. Together, the Mid County Parkway (MCP): Ramona 

Expressway project and Metrolink Double Track Project: Moreno Valley to Perris will bolster access to transit 

and commuter rail, improve air quality, and prioritize safety. 

 

The MCP: Ramona Expressway project will improve 8.6 miles of roadway near the cities of San Jacinto and 

Perris – two of the fastest growing communities in the region. This 8.6-mile segment represents more than half of 

the broader MCP project, which is a planned 16-mile corridor between Route 79 in the Hemet Valley and 

Interstate 215 in Perris. RCTC began construction plans, specifications, and cost estimates for MCP: Ramona 

Expressway in September 2022 and, if funded, construction is anticipated to begin in 2025.  

 

The MCP: Ramona Expressway project enhances safety and connections to multiple modes of travel. Safety 

upgrades include adding a lane in both directions with a raised median to minimize head-on collisions, improving 

traffic signals, constructing a Class II bicycle lane, and building a wildlife crossing to separate motorists from 

animals. This section of Ramona Expressway has a high rate of vehicular collisions, with 14 fatalities and 17 

severe injuries since 2017.  

 

The Metrolink Double Track Project: Moreno Valley to Perris will improve 6.5 miles of existing freight railroad 

track to meet standards for Metrolink passenger rail service. Specifically, the project adds a second set of tracks 

between the Moreno Valley/March Field Station and just north of the Perris-Downtown Station. Once completed, 

the extended tracks will facilitate Metrolink operations, offer an alternative to driving, and alleviate congestion on 

Interstate 215 by providing more frequent reliable and efficient transit options for Riverside County commuters. 

The project also increases access to job centers and education in this traditionally underserved area, reduces air 

pollution, and helps Metrolink achieve its goal of providing bidirectional service every 30 minutes in time for the 

2028 Olympics and Paralympics. 

 

RCTC is completing the final design of the Metrolink Double Track Project: Moreno Valley to Perris, which 

includes construction and environmental plans, specifications, and cost estimates. If funded, construction is 

expected to begin in mid-2024. More than 30 elected officials, municipalities, and community organizations 

provided letters of support for RCTC’s grant applications, including Senator Richard Roth, former Senator 

Melissa Melendez, Assembly Member Sabrina Cervantes, former Assembly Member Jose Medina, then-

Assembly Member Kelly Seyarto, and 16 cities in Riverside County. 


